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38-50 Bell Boulevard, Suite C, Bayside, NY 11361
PLEASE STOP COLLEGE POINT STORM DRAIN KILLING WORLD’S MOST
IMPORTANT SALT MARSH AND OYSTER RESTORATION PROJECTS
New York City has submitted plans to install a new storm drain at the east end
of McNeill Park, College Point (College Point North Drainage Improvement
Project CEQR No. 14DEPO16Q). This would destroy pioneering projects that
have restored oyster and salt marsh growth at a severely impacted Superfund
toxic waste site over the last decade, and which are the best hope to save the
Jamaica Bay marshes from washing away due to global sea level rise.
This plan seems to have been proposed without any environmental impact of
the site. An archaeological impact assessment was done for DDC and DEP
(Phase 1A Archaeological Documentary Study Capital Project SEQ200463:
College Point North Outfall and Infrastructure Improvements Queens
County, New York) but this included no environmental assessment, even
though it clearly showed photographs of the salt marsh and oyster restoration
projects and the solar panels used to power them (below), yet incorrectly
described the site as barren construction debris of no significant value, and
suitable for dumping on!
These projects at McNeill Park have shown greatly increased oyster growth and
survival, especially during acidic and polluted conditions, and not only increased
salt marsh growth and survival, but developed methods to propagate salt
marshes seaward of their lower limit into deeper water than they can normally
grow (see attached). All salt marshes are severely eroding, with Jamaica Bay
being among the worst on the East Coast, yet the new methods developed at
College Point, which are threatened with destruction by this ill-advised drain

