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Creative Works, said final
plans are going well, stan-
dard preparations had to be
adjusted and with the top
groups participating, timing
is going to be critical.

“We want the parade to start
on time and go home at a rea-
sonable hour to enjoy the rest
of the festivities for the
weekend,” he said.

The results will be revealed
on Saturday at Taino Beach
where an all-day beach party
and mega concert featuring
Reggae Sensation Beres
Hammond is planned.

The Creative Works presi-
dent is assuring that Grand
Bahama has not seen the
likes of what is going to take
place on June 1.

“I have been able to hold
meetings with the groups in
New Providence once every
two weeks and this past week
I’ve been able to peep into
the shacks in New provi-
dence and what they will be
bringing on the streets of
Grand Bahama is just simply
incredible,” he said.

“Grand Bahama groups are
going to be well prepared.
They have had some spon-
sorship struggles, but we
have been able to secure for
them the largest amount of
seed money in Grand
Bahama’s history,” said
Adderley, noting that to com-
pete at this level they still had
some challenges with corpo-
rate Grand Bahama.

Based on what they have in
their shacks, Adderley admit-
ted, however, that Grand
Bahama is likely to shock the
New Providence groups.

“With both groups coming
to take the title, it is not going
to be a cakewalk. People will
expect New Providence will
automatically take it, but
Grand Bahama will prove

that it will not be a cake-
walk.

“It’s going to be a keenly
contested parade.”

Bleachers are already going
up in preparation for the big
day, and with plans under
way to provide around 4,000
to 5,000 seats, Adderley
explained the importance of
starting the set-up process
now.

This parade promises more
traditional seating without
the fancy, expensive seating
which people are unable to
afford and have them empty,
but a lot of free-standing
room, traditional bleachers

for $20, $30 and a limited
amount of $50 seats.

“Family members who
can’t afford the parade will
have a whole lot of free-
standing areas. 

“What we’ve been able to
do, more importantly, is that
vendors will pay less for this
parade to secure booths, fans
will pay less for seating to
see the parade and the
Junkanooers will in fact, be
getting far more,” the organ-
izer said.

Adderley also revealed that
the seed money has been
more than doubled and the
prize money has been

increased at the request of the
Junkanoo leaders and now
stands at around $135,000 to
$140,000.

This has been made possi-
ble with the addition of sev-
eral sponsors who have come
on-board.

The corporate sponsors
include the Grand Bahama
Port Authority, the Grand
Bahama Power Company,
the Ministry of Tourism,
KALIK and Burns House,
Polymers International, Peli-
can Bay will serve as the
official hotel and Top It Off,
a popular hat and T-shirt
store in the Bloneva

Building.
“We expect to close a won-

derful deal with BTC in a
matter of days and we’re just
so excited. People have real-
ly put their forces and
resources behind “Just Rush”
and we’re excited,” Adderley
said.

The Creative Works presi-
dent noted that the parade
will have a serious impact on
the economy and with elec-
tions over it will serve as a
cultural upliftment and heal-
ing process for the Grand

Bahama community.
“Many of the clothing

stores and restaurants are
running ‘Just Rush’ specials
and all of the hotels will be
full to capacity. 

“By virtue of the fact that
each group will be bringing
an average of 250 members,
that speaks volumes for the
hotel capacity. All of these
people have to eat and drink
somewhere and they need
ground transportation. So it
will be a great boost for the
economy,” he said.
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Sunday, May 13th 
from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Mother’s Day Brunch Buffet
SOUP

Potato & Leek

SALADS
Apple - Walnut  and

Greek Salad

FISH
Golden Almond Crusted 

oven Baked Grouper 
with Tangerine-Oregano Butter sauce

Spinach-Gouda cheese stuffed Salmon
with Hollandaise Sauce

MEAT
Grilled Lemon Rosemary Chicken

Stir Fry Beef
(Served with scalloped potatoes, Spanish Rice)

Special 

Fashion Show 

during 

Lunch

Live Music

VEGETABLES
Grilled Spring Vegetables
Roasted Root Vegetables

DESERTS
Our finest Selection

Children up to 10 yrs $$1100..0000
10 to 17 yrs. $$1155..0000

Adults $36.00 
+ 15% gratuity

(Includes a complimentary glass of house wine,
sparkling wine, Mimosa or soft drink

For Reservations call

Tel: 373-1595

By ANGELO ARMBRISTER
Freeport News Reporter

The drama surrounding the
degradation of the man-
groves in Guana Cay  played
out on the international stage
on Tuesday as representa-
tives of the Save Guana Cay
Reef Association (SGCRA)
made a presentation at a
United Nations Commission
in New York.

Grand Bahama Human
Rights Association
(GBHRA) President Fred
Smith and other “Save
Guana Cay” representatives
addressed the delegates rep-
resenting numerous countries
from around the world on
sustainable development.

Smith was accompanied by
Thomas Goreau, president of
the Global Coral Reef
Alliance, and Troy Albury of
the Save Guana Cay Reef
Association, who also made
presentations which were
broadcast live over the
Internet. 

In his address, Smith
explained that the mangroves
are critical ecosystems for
shore protection and fish-
eries. 

“They are essential to a
healthy coastal environment;
yet they are being destroyed
worldwide at an accelerating
pace. They represent an
international environmental
resource that is little under-
stood or appreciated,” he
said.

In The Bahamas, Smith
added, vast areas of man-
groves are being destroyed
by foreign development
speculators to create all-

inclusive tourist resorts and
exclusive real estate, golf and
marina developments. In
Bimini and in Guana Cay the
devastation has been cata-
strophic and continues.

Smith noted that former
Prime Minister Perry
Christie has declared April as
coastal awareness month, but
has failed to appreciate the
absolute and fundamental
importance of mangroves.

“The Government of The
Bahamas, in particular the
former Progressive Liberal
Party (PLP) administration,...
has encouraged and promot-
ed this at the altar of
“Development” at all costs!
Despite paying lip service to
“Environmental Protection,”
there is no environmental
protection act,” he said.

These are issues, Smith
said, which present challeng-
ing social, economic, and
political  considerations, not
only for The Bahamas, but
also for neighbouring
Caribbean nations and
coastal communities world-
wide, especially those that
are being “discovered” by
developers.

Smith said that Great Guana

Cay represents a microcosm
of what is happening
throughout The Bahamas,
and elsewhere in coastal
communities. 

“In The Bahamas, the PLP
administration had a name
for this national development
policy. It was called ‘Anchor
Projects’,” he said. 

“The aim was to create eco-
nomic development zones in
many of the isolated and
undeveloped islands of The
Bahamas.” 

Noting that The Bahamas is
an archipelago of 700 islands
and cays, Smith said that the
natural beauty of many of
these islands have been the
lure to development exploita-
tions, particularly on the
doorstep of the State of
Florida whose economy has
been booming particularly in
home, marina, golf course
and tourism sectors.

“Developers, especially
from the United States, have
been mesmerized by the
Bahamian sun, sand and
sea….but more importantly
by the opportunities for mega
tax free profits and lack of
government regulatory
regimes,” Smith explained.

Smith said that, in the case
of Guana Cay, the Office of
the then Prime Minister
entered into a secret com-
mercial agreement called a
Heads of Agreement which
provided that, until such time
as the Office of the Prime
Minister had completely
approved all aspects of the
Discovery Bay land compa-
ny’s 10 year $500 million
Anchor Project for Guana
Cay, there was to be no con-
sultation with the 300 or so
local island residents and
fishermen of Guana Cay.

This was despite the fact
that even the Discovery Land
developer’s Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA)
recognized the local resi-
dents as stakeholders who
needed to be consulted as
part of the EIA and develop-
ment process. 

The approach adopted by
then Prime Minister Christie
and his Cabinet was similar
to the approach adopted by
many other Caribbean cen-
tralized governments, Smith
said; that is, to ignore local
rights and to provide
omnibus centralized govern-
ment approval of develop-

ment projects. 
These projects purportedly

cut through the “red tape”;
particularly the nuisance of
having to consult local gov-
ernments or indeed for the
developers to obtain licences
or permits at the local gov-
ernment level for different
aspects of their proposed
developments. 

In his closing remarks,
Smith offered suggestions as
to what measures could be
put in place to ensure that
these developers are no
longer able to violate the
environment as they have.

“Developers should be
required to post performance
bonds and developments
should only be permitted
incrementally and propor-
tionately to what the commu-
nity can handle and keep
pace with in local human
resources,” he said.

“Lastly, the environment,
investment and concession
laws should apply equally to
Bahamians and foreigners
and thereby get rid of the
awful reality of rank dis-
crimination in so many
fields which infects the
Bahamas.”

U.N. informed of degradation
of mangroves in Guana Cay

FRED SMITH

Countdown is on for ‘Just Rush’ Junkanoo parade
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7th Annual Conference

Economic EmpowermentEconomic Empowerment
Through Community BuildingThrough Community Building

Presented by the GRAND BAHAMA COMMUNITY BUILDER’S CLUB

June 6 - 8, 2007
The Hilton Outten Convention Centre

Freeport, Grand Bahama

Discussion Forum
Day 1: Economic Empowerment

Day 2: The Role of Government in Community Building
Day 3: A 7-Step Approach to Urban Renewal

Evening Reception
Day 3: Cultural Night of Expressions

Reserve your seat today!
(seating capacity is limited)

For more information, visit the websites:
GRAND BAHAMA COMMUNITY BUILDERS CLUB

www.gbcbc.com
or call 242-351-9168 (Freeport) or 727-0064

ICB PRODUCTIONS, INC.
www.icbproductions.net

or call 305-754-5160, ext #2 (Miami)

Featured Speakers
Representatives from The Bahamas, Turks & Caicos Islands, and the United States

Conference Registration - $200.00
Includes Wednesday Evening Reception

Thursday & Friday, Continental Breakfast and Lunch
Friday Evening, free pass to Cultural Expression Dinner, Skit and fashion show

Wednesday Evening Opening Reception (only) - $25.00
Friday Evening Cultural Expression Dinner, 

Skit and Fashion Show (only) - $35.00


