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7TH INDONESIAN BIOROCK CORAL REEF, FISHERIES, AND 
BEACH RESTORATION TRAINING WORKSHOP, GILI 

TRAWANGAN, LOMBOK, NOVEMBER 15-21, 2010 
 
The 7th Indonesian Biorock Coral Reef Restoration, Fisheries 
Habitat Restoration, and Shore Protection Training Workshop, 
was held at Gili Trawangan, Lombok, from November 15-21, 2010 with 
the kind support of the Gili Eco Trust and the entire Gili Trawangan 
community.  
 
The Deputy Governor of Lombok opened the workshop, along with Pak 
Agung Prana, Balinese ecotourism pioneer. The Governor sent the 
head of the regional Planning Agency, BAPEDA, to discuss future 
developments. 
 
More than 80 people participated in the Workshop, including a wide 
range of divers, students, conservationists, scientists, engineers, 
artists, doctors, and lawyers from all over the world.  
 
As usual, the majority was from Indonesia. They included more than 
20 students in Marine Science, Biology, and Forestry at Mataram 
University, Lombok, all of who were trained as divers for the 
workshop. All of them are planning Biorock related research projects. 
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There were also participants from Bali, Java, Sulawesi, and other 
islands.  
 
Local people from Gili Trawangan island came to learn about the 
Biorock technology that they have seen installed around their island 
over the last 5 years: members of the island Youth Association 
“Remaja, Karang Taruna”, teachers from the local primary school, 
SATGAS (community ocean patrol that prevents fishing with bombs 
and poisons, and anchoring in restricted zones), students and teachers 
from the Gili Trawangan high school of tourism, and the Kadus and 
Kades (head of the village and head of all the 3 islands, Gili 
Trawangan, Gili Meno, and Gili Air). 
 
Besides Indonesia, participants came from many parts of Asia, 
including Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Kuwait, Qatar, and China, and 
from Australia, Europe, North America, and South America.   
 
Students learned all aspects of Biorock® Technology theory and 
practice, including the fundamental physics, electrical engineering, 
mechanical engineering, chemistry, and biology, along with hands-on 
training in design, construction, installation, monitoring, maintenance, 
and repair. They saw documentary films and heard lectures on the 
latest developments in marine ecosystem restoration. They saw the 
dramatic growth of corals and fish populations on Biorock reefs 
ranging in age from 0 to 5 years, and the Biorock shore protection 
projects that are growing back beaches on the north end of the island 
that had been severely eroding. 
 
More than 16 new Biorock reefs were designed, built, installed, and 
planted with corals by the students, bringing the total of Biorock reefs 
at Gili Trawangan up to nearly 60. These are located in front of dive 
shops, restaurants, and hotels of Gili Trawangan. The total Gili reef 
restoration structure is now a whole dive site and many spots for 
snorkeling where tourists can enjoy observing Biorock structures and 
their inhabitants. The Biorock projects at Gili Trawangan now rival the 
Karang Lestari Biorock project in Pemuteran, Bali as the world’s 
largest and most spectacularly successful coral reef restoration 
project.  
 
Biorock is the only method that increases coral growth rate and 
resistance to environmental stress, so Biorock reef corals bleach less, 
recover faster, and have higher survival from global warming-caused 
heat stroke. This course came at a very critical juncture, because 2010 
is the hottest year in history, and severe coral bleaching took place 



across the entire Indian Ocean, South East Asia, the West Pacific, 
Persian Gulf, and Caribbean this year, including Lombok.  
 
Water temperatures throughout Indonesia, and many of the most 
important coral reefs in the world, now remain several degrees warmer 
than average, and will start to bleach in the next few months if this 
continues. If it is as severe as is expected, only places with Biorock 
Coral Arks will have much coral, fish, and beaches afterwards. 
 
Biorock graduates are now trained to restore coral reefs and fisheries, 
and grow back severely eroding beaches. They can apply these skills 
as soon as local communities, government policy makers, and 
international funding agencies recognize the critically urgent need to 
restore rapidly vanishing coral reefs and the fisheries, shore 
protection, tourism, and biodiversity services they provide over 100 
countries, before they vanish.  
 
Only those with proper Biorock training have the knowledge and skills 
to implement new projects, and will receive full support with advice, 
advanced training, and materials needed to start new projects 
designed to save marine ecosystems from the runaway effects of 
global warming, global sea level rise, pollution, and unsustainable 
over-exploitation. 
 

 
 

PARTIAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

NAME EMAIL 
 

Georgina Beresford georgina.a.beresford@gmail.com 
Renaud Wicky bdap@scubali.com 

Dr. Fahad Hassan A M Al Jamali. f.aljamali@hotmail.com 
Howard Tuch hstuch@msn.com 
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Ruth Gettes ruthdive@mac.com, ruthdive@me.com   
Cormac Ho cormac.ho@gmx.ch 
Fiona childs fionachilds@yahoo.com 

Alejandro Correa acc987@hotmail.com 
Cindy Bastol bastol.cindy@gmail.com 

Laetitia Beauvois laetitiabeauvois@yahoo.fr 
Wanda Rozentryt behemot_ka@interia.pl 

Joseph Ellis me@josephfosterellis.com 
Fahad al. Ajmi abo_joseph@live.com 
Hamad Rajab hamadrajab@ymail.com 
Astrid Bohmer astrid@mailxs.net / astrid@neini.de  

Lulu Leoparti Djoko leoparti17@gmail.com 
Zulfakar Salleh zuls60@yahoo.com 
Azizah Jahari   
Michelle Tham mtham@eksalife.com 
Anders Nilsson anders@gaiadiscovery.com 

Arifin Bakti cfes_indonesia@yahoo.com 
Leon Boey leon@livingseas.com.sg 

Jordan Stoate jordan.stoate@student.curtin.edu.au 
Emma Lucas emma_lucas@msn.com 

Panji Soeharto fairus@asrltd.com 
Mukahfi mukahfi@asrltd.com 

Matt Henwood mattyhenwood@gmail.com 
Abdus Sabil sabily_06@yahoo.co.id 
Haerul Azmi   

Luh Putu Aya Damayanti   
Hamdarul Fain   

Andri Yuli Ardiansyah   
Febrian kusuma H   

Noar Muda S   
Jamalludin   

Darto   
Hardawiansyah   

Winarti   
Romy Arya Sandi   

Janu Hariadi   
Rimbun Rizka Athorida   

Isna Voniarsih   
Heri Murtawap   

Ernawati   
Dwi Julian   

Safran Yursi   
Ivan Setyadhi   

Hook on facebook: Hook Gili 
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Jalal   
Mawi   

Adi Rohan   
Sairi   

Stephane Kahn   
Emma Hewit   

Saoki   
Johan   

Jen   
Adi 

Sukding 
Sarro 

Subaere 
Usman Ali 

staff of Vila Ombak. etc 
Olivier Frei 

Pierre Scheepers 
Tamara Milavonevic 
Georgia Simmonds 

Ellie Gardin, 
 

ORGANIZERS 
 

Delphine Robbe (Gili Eco Trust) 
Arifin Bakti (University of 

Mataram) 
Abdus Sabil (Departmen 
Kelautan Dan Perikanan) 

Thomas Sarkisian (Biorock 
Thailand) 

Celia Gregory (The Marine 
Foundation) 

Komang Astika (Biorock Centre, 
Yayasan Karang Lestari) 

Made (Biorock Centre, Yayasan 
Karang Lestari) 

Tom Goreau (Global Coral Reef 
Alliance) 

 
SPONSORS 

 
Gili Eco Trust 

Satgas 
Desa Gili Indah 

  



CFES  
Gaia Discovery 

Blue Water Express 
Gili Cat 

Hotel Vila Ombak 
Vila Ombak Diving Academy 

Scallywags 
Beach House 

Tir na nog 
Big Bubble Dive 
Dream Divers 

Blue Marlin Dive 
Manta Dive 
Gili Divers 

Aquaddiction 
Kokita 

Karma kayak 
Gili Eco Villas 
Bale Sampan 
Vila Almarik 
Gangga Dive 

7 Seas International 
Trawangan Dive 
Gaia Discovery 

 
 


