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ALL TIED UP

DAN looks at dive line basics

MAINTENANCE MATTERS

Well-maintained gear is
essential for survival

SURVIVING A NEAR-MISS

Galapagos’ strong currents
catch divers unprepared
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The experience is somewhere between diving on a
coral reef in an aquarium and diving on a real coral reef.
It is manmade and nature-enhanced; it is unusual and
intriguing, thought-provoking and just plain odd.

The shapes look like tunnels, exotic hats and igloos,
their shapes defined by steel rods. The architecture and
pattern of the frames remind me of flower fields or lettuce
gardens planted with coral instead of leafy greens.

Although the coral contraptions and the coral fixtures are
unusual, what is perhaps most peculiar to me is that the
entire collection of structures is being energized

The devastation

of an El Nifo

In 1998, a devastating coral bleaching
caused by unusually warm waters
of an El Nifio hit coral reefs around
the world, including the reefs of
Pemuteran Bay off the coast of
Bali. Within two years, the Karang
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by a small electric current.

Lestari Project was born. Its support-
ers eventually installed 22 underwater
structures, creating an electric reef
750 feet (220 meters) long,

The project was the byproduct of some
very creative, and equally scientific,
collaboration among Professor Wolf
Hilbertz, Dr. Tom Goreau, experts in
electric reef technology, and several
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Pemuteran dive operators, area hotels
and a number of local villagers. The
project was considered by some to
be a radical approach to reviving the
coral reef. Others,who had confidence
in the Doctor and the Professor, as
they are known, as well as a greater

- understanding of the scientific “mad-

ness” behind the electrical nurturing
of coral, were more supportive.



Soft and hard corals
Alittle background about corals and
how they grow is in order. There are
actually two broad groups of coral.
While not exactly scientific, I think
of soft coral as being lacey, ladylike
animals that include sea fans and sea
whips. These are typically the festive,
colorful, decorator corals found on
the reef.

The other group is the hard or stony
corals that produce a limestone exo-
skeleton; these are the important
reef-building corals. Hard corals
include the sturdier corals such as
brain coral, table coral, and the mag-
nificent elkhorn and staghorn corals.

Inaddition to the rocklike forms that
are the corals’ exoskeletons, hard corals
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are home to colonies of soft, fleshy
polyps that manufacture tiny exo-
skeletons that they use as protection.
The resident polyps are diminutive
animals, little more than stomachs
with tentacles; they typically retract
during the day and unfurl at night to
grab tiny food particles passing by.
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