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“Beautiful place for beautiful research”. This is the vision that has driven the 

idea to establish a Marine Research Centre oriented to coral and coral reef 

studies in the remote Vavvaru Island (5.4184° N 73.3548° E) in the Lhaviyani 

atoll, Republic of Maldives. 

Thanks to a collaborative project, involving experts from several Institutes 

around the World and the Maldivian Government, today there is the opportunity 

to make this vision true. Korallion Lab, based on new environmentally friendly 

approaches and green-energy technology, will open by August 2012. 

On Vavvaru Island (approximately 3 ha) and its lagoon (approximately 95 ha) 

we will build a fully equipped “field” lab and 4 double accommodations for 

researchers. The "wet lab" will have a water table with running seawater, as 

well as many sea water aquariums that will be used for experiments. Then there 

will a "dry lab" with microscopes, drying oven, and pre-PCR molecular 

equipment (freezer, centrifuge, fume hood etc.).Diving and boat facilities for 

underwater surveys and field experiments will be there as well. 

Thanks to the collaboration of different institutions, technicians and young 

scientists we will take turns to keep the lab at work, even for long-term 

experiments. Korallion Lab will be at the disposal of every Institution interested 

in tropical marine studies for partial or full rent at request. Local staff will be able 

to organize logistics and shipping specimens abroad.  
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